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Police jury to meet in person at library
By Caleb Daniel

caleb@rustonleader.com

The Lincoln Parish
Police Jury will meet
in person for the first
time in more than two
months tonight, opting
for a larger venue as
Louisiana enters Phase
One of its return from
coronavirus mitigation
efforts.
The jury will hold

a Public Works Committee meeting at 5:30
p.m. in the Lincoln
Parish Library Events
Center, followed by the
regular meeting at 6
p.m. Attendance will
be limited to 50 people,
a total that jury meetings normally don’t
approach in the courthouse meeting room.
Attendees are
“strongly encouraged”

to wear masks.
The jury hasn’t convened since a teleconference meeting on
March 30. It canceled
its regularly scheduled
meeting on May 12 in
favor of waiting until
Gov. John Bel Edwards
lifted the coronavirus
stay-at-home order,
which expired Friday.
On tap for the jury tonight is the scheduling

of long-delayed interviews of the applicants
for parish administrator, the top job on the
police jury’s staff.
Applications for
treasurer and administrator were received
earlier this year, and
the jury selected a treasurer during the March
30 meeting. But they
decided not to interview the administrator

applicants until they
could do so face to face.
“Many of the jurors stressed that they
would rather do them
in person,” Assistant
Parish Administrator
Kevin Klepzig said.
Current Parish Administrator Courtney
Hall initially planned
to retire at the end
of 2019 but stayed on
board until the jury

could find his replacement. His retirement
will be the first turnover at the position
since 2009.
The applicants are
Eric Jackson, Nettie
Russell, Kayla Pilcher,
Tracy Calloway, Dustin
H a m p t o n , Wi l l i a m
Jones, Klepzig and
Doug Postel.
See POLICE JURY, page 5

Report shows
COVID-19 cases
in nursing homes
By Nancy Bergeron

nancy@rustonleader.com

At least three Lincoln
Parish nursing home
residents — all of whom
lived at Princeton Place
— have died of the novel
coronavirus, according
to statistics released
Monday by the Louisiana Department of
Health.
The report lists the
names of all adult nursing homes statewide
that have at least one
case of COVID-19, the
illness caused by the
coronavirus. Locally,

the report shows Alpine
Skilled Nursing and
Rehabilitation with
one case among its
residents; Princeton
Place with six cases;
and Ruston Nursing
and Rehabilitation with
one case.
Total COVID-19 cases
reported among each
nursing home’s staff
show Alpine with seven
reported cases, Princeton Place with six, and
Ruston Nursing and
Rehabilitation with one
reported case.
See COVID-19, page 3
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Tori Davis, Main Street director/community coordinator for the city of Ruston, places signs in
historic downtown Ruston to announce businesses are open following the expiration of the governor’s stay-at-home orders.

Open for business

Main Street director hopeful for community support
By Cathi Cox-Boniol

community@rustonleader.com

Tori Davis is counting on
the old adage “absence makes
the heart grow fonder.”
After two months of stayat-home orders throughout
the community, the Main
Street director/community
coordinator for the City of
Ruston hopes that time away
from the local businesses will
remind the community just
how much Ruston’s historic
downtown district means.
“I think it’s definitely been

hard for the community to
not have their normal downtown events and activities to
look forward to,” Davis said.
“Events are a quality of life
factor for many so when you
take fun events away, it can
definitely hurt the morale of
the community.”
Just shy of her two-year
anniversary in the position
and with community morale
hanging in the balance, Davis
sees her main responsibilities
as helping foster downtown
development and community
engagement. She spends a

great deal of time communicating with local businesses
about city happening, events,
beautification efforts, and
more. That also translates
into pushing the message out
to the public.
However, while in the midst
of the ongoing coronavirus
crisis, communication has
become even more important.
“It was very challenging
working from home because
my job is so centered around
downtown,” Davis said.

See OPEN, page 5

Tech researcher wins grant for chronic wound treatment
Leader News Service

M a r y C a l d o re r a Moore, an associate
professor in biomedical engineering, is one
of seven researchers
to win a grant from
the Southeast XLerator
Network (XLN) to continue development on
an innovative hydrogel
biomaterial designed to
aid in wound healing.
Hydrogels are “like

Je l l - O, ” C a l d o re r a Moore said, and this
particular project is focused on promoting cell
regeneration for quicker healing in chronic
wounds, injuries that
do not heal in an orderly set of stages or in
a predictable amount of
time (more than three
months). Some of the
most common and costly
chronic wounds are
diabetic foot wounds,

pressure wounds, and
surgical infections.
“Between 1 and 2
percent of the total
population are projected
to experience a chronic
wound during their lifetime in developed countries,” Caldorera-Moore
said. “The prevalence of
chronic wounds is growing for several reasons,
including a sharp increase in the prevalence
of obesity and the devel-

opment of diabetes, an
aging population, and a
rapidly expanding need
for wound care services
for veterans.”
Chronic wounds can
negatively impact a
patient’s quality of life
and mental health, Caldorera-Moore said, and
they can contribute major costs to healthcare
systems and societies.
See TECH, page 3
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Churches open doors
for first time in weeks

With Gov. John Bel Edwards’ “stay-at-home
order lifted,” many churches were able to
hold in-person services for the first time in
almost two months. Louisiana’s Phase One of
reopening requires churches cap attendance
at 25% of total building capacity. Pictured
above, attendees at services at The Bridge
Community Church in Ruston were required to
wear masks or face coverings. Bandanas were
provided to anyone who didn’t bring a mask.
Pictured below, The Bridge had no problem
staying under its attendance limit, as only
approximately 50 people, including the staff,
showed up for worship at each of the church’s
three services over the weekend. Attendees
were seated by ushers and spaced out to
encourage social distancing, as shown below.
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Former Tech instructor provides ‘Silver lining’ for teachers
By Cathi Cox-Boniol
community@rustonleader.com

Debbie Silver spent
three decades in education teaching everything from elementary
up. Yet she may have
missed her calling.
That’s because many
people feel that she’s
funny — in fact, sidesplitting hilarious.
However, the former Louisiana Tech
University instructor
has found a way to use
her comical talent to
help teachers manage
within today’s educational landscape and
the current pandemic
by offering a free webinar entitled “Practicing Safe Stress.” (Watch
it at bit.ly/35NMyqu).
“Even before the
pandemic, which is
causing exponential
teacher anxiety, I noticed that teachers
seemed to be experiencing more and more
negative stress,” Silver
said. “Standardized
tests, new evaluation
policies, changes in
curriculum, loss of
autonomy, little public
support, and other factors are robbing teachers of the joy they once
felt. Teachers tend to
put themselves last and
that’s a big mistake.

My message is very
clear: “The least selfish
thing you can do as an
effective teacher is take
good care of yourself.”
My presentation shows
in a humorous way
how important it is for
teachers to take time to
recharge, refuel, and
reignite themselves
and, of course, how to
laugh at ourselves.”
Silver began speaking to those in education after being named
Louisiana Teacher of
the Year for 1990. She
was quickly recruited
to Tech in 1993 as part
of Project LIFE as well
as the College of Education.
“I have a special passion for working with
pre-service and novice
teachers,” Silver said.
“I love their energy and
their optimism. I want
them to hear from a veteran teacher who still
loves this profession
and can guide them into
making relationships
with students count.”
After completing her
doctorate degree at
Tech, Silver formally
retired in 2001, yet wasted no time in beginning
the next chapter in her
career: “Debbie Silver
Presents.” Leveraging
her trademark humor,
Silver began speaking

Screen shot by CATHI COX-BONIOL

Debbie Silver facilitates a free webinar for teachers and any others interested in “Practicing Safe Stress” during these difficult days dealing with the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
full time, has written
or co-written four bestselling books and been
invited to speak in 49
states as well as countries across the world.
“Never in my wildest dreams did I think
I would travel to places
like Egypt, Holland,
M a l ay s i a , T u rke y,
Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Singapore, and
Australia,” she said. “I
have loved meeting and
working with educators all over the world.”
Regardless of destination, the audience

fulfills Silver’s passion.
“I love teaching
teachers. I’m thrilled
when I can make them
laugh and remind
them how important
they are,” Silver said.
“When I provide information that helps them
in their work, I feel
like I’ve helped kids.
As a little girl I always
wanted to be a writer or
a stand-up comedian.
Now I’m getting to do
both. People sometimes
ask why I don’t do comedy clubs and I tell them
I’d much rather “use

Silver
my powers for good”
to help teachers who
really need a laugh and

pat on the back. Besides, I’m not sure the
general public would
get my very strange
teacher humor.”
Amidst the COVID-19 crisis, Silver has
utilized the time at
home to help others
push the reset button.
Using her humor
differently to add a
little levity to the present situation, she has
created memes as well
as posted funny ones
she comes across on
her Facebook page (/
DrDebbieSilver) while
infusing a thoughtful
or inspirational piece.
Mainly, she tries to
make teachers laugh,
at least for a little while.
“My best advice is
while we must take
this pandemic very
seriously, we need not
take ourselves too seriously,” Silver said.
“The world has shifted
a little sideways and
most of us feel “out
of our element” right
now. The best way
to keep our sanity is
adapt as best we can,
be grateful for what
we still have, and reach
out to help others who
have less than we do.
Like Mr. Rogers once
said, ‘Don’t focus on the
disaster — look for the
helpers.’ ”

TV cliffhanger: New season in jeopardy amid virus shutdown
LOS ANGELES (AP)
— The first new TV season of the coronavirus
era is facing an understandably shaky start
that comes with a tacit

disclaimer: No one is
sure when it will arrive.
Studios, guilds and
trade groups are huddling to find ways to ease
a near-complete produc-

tion shutdown, among
the nationwide efforts
to curb the pandemic.
While streaming services parcel out series
year-round, broadcast
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Co-workers turn off video
during conferences
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conflicting messages.
Video Call Etiquette On one hand, they say
DEAR VIDEO CALL
ETIQUETTE: The new
business world includes
ongoing videoconferencing for many people.
I agree with you that it
is smart to be visible on
these calls, at least when
you first join in on the
call and whenever you
speak. In this way, you
humanize yourself during the conversation.
It is also true that
many people are struggling with grooming
and maintenance during

that if we continue to
stay six feet apart and
wear our masks, we can
go back to work. I know
that we need to begin to
turn things around, but
I am worried.
I have underlying
health conditions, but
nobody knows. I’m
afraid to say anything
because I might lose my
job, even after my company allowed all of us to
stay on payroll when we
were closed.
I don’t know what to
do. Should I speak to

HR or my boss about
my concerns? Should I
go in and just hope for
the best? Should I stay
home? What do you recommend?
Back to Work
DEAR BACK TO
WORK: Start with your
primary care physician.
Schedule a call to discuss
how you can go back
to work safely. Ask for
advice on what you can
do that will be safest for
you.
If your doctor doesn’t
want you to go back
to work, get a written
note stating that you
have been asked to stay
at home for medical
reasons for a particular
period of time. Your
doctor does not need to
state what your circumstances are, just that you
have a medical reason
for staying at home. Talk
to your employer about
how you can do your job
remotely for an extended
period of time.
If your doctor says
you can go back to work,
be careful. Keep your
surfaces and hands
clean. Wear a mask
consistently.
Do not touch people.
Do not let your guard
down -- even if co-workers brush off the precautions as frivolous. Stay
vigilant.
Harriette Cole is
founder of DREAMLEAPERS. You can send
questions to askharriette@harriettecole.com

TV still relies heavily on
a September filled with
fanfare and high-profile
scripted shows.
How that will happen
is a cliffhanger only
a masochistic screenwriter would envision.
ABC, CBS and NBC
are holding back their
2020-21 schedules that,
in an ordinary year,
would have been unveiled earlier this
month in elaborate presentations to ad buyers
in New York. Another
broadcaster, CW, said
it’s aiming for a January
start to its new season,
based on production
resuming this fall.

CW’s chairman and
CEO, Mark Pedowitz,
was asked if even that
was realistic. “As realistic as anything else is
at this point,” he said.
Gabrielle Union, who
with Jessica Alba stars
in and produces Spectrum cable’s “L.A.’s
Finest,” is among those
awaiting guidance on
how actors and crews
can safely return to
work.
The police drama
combines shoot-’em-up
action with more intimate scenes, both tests
of how social distancing
and story demands will
co-exist.

“When we all are
given the green light to
go back, we just have to
be flexible and open to
this new normal, whatever that’s going to look
like,” Union said.
Just four months before the Sept. 20 Emmy
Awards kick off the
TV season’s traditional
start, the uncertainties
swirling around COVID-19 are daunting.
Even streaming services like well-stocked
Netflix or premium
cable channels like HBO
with fully produced new
series in hand must
keep a wary eye on a
prolonged disruption.

Avocado’s:

Bringing a spice of life to
Lincoln Parish
Avocado’s Mexican Restaurant encourages Lincoln Parish
residents to live every day like
it’s Taco Tuesday.
All dishes at Avocado’s are
cooked with the finest and
freshest ingredients.
Avocado’s, owned by Ocatavio and Jaqueline Gonzalez, not only brings the fresh
ingredients, but also expertise
and experience to offer patrons
delectable, authentic, Mexican
dishes to satisfy their cravings,
every time they visit Avocado’s.
The Ruston location, which
has been recently remodeled,
is located at 1419 Eagle Dr. and
sells mixed drinks and features
Margarita Madness Mondays
with three for $10 margaritas.
Kids eat free at Avocado’s on
Mondays (one child per adult)
and Taco Tuesday features $1
tacos and $2 beers.
The name of the restaurant
itself hints at how good it is.
Avocados offer nearly 20 vitamins and minerals in every
serving. They have more po-

tassium than bananas and are
sometimes called the world’s
healthiest food. They are high
in monounsaturated fat, which
is a “good” fat that helps lower
bad cholesterol.
Avocados are naturally a
prime feature on the restaurant’s menu. And with favorites like the Sante Fe Chicken
Avocado, the Shrimp Cocktail
Avocado, the Steak Fajita Avocado, Carnita Avocado, or Fried
Avocado Dippers, along with
Santa Fe Salmon, Stuffed Fish
and all of your favorite Mexican
dishes, there’s something for
everyone’s taste at Avocado’s
Mexican Restaurant. There’s
even a kid’s menu featuring
cor n dogs. cheeseburgers,
pepperoni pizza and chicken
nuggets for young ones who
haven’t yet acquired a taste for
a Mexican treat.
So join us at Avocado’s and
enjoy a spice of life your whole
family will love.
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U.S. autoworkers return while possible vaccine shows promise

WA R R E N, M i ch .
(AP) — More than
130,000 autoworkers
returned to factories
across the U.S. for the
first time in nearly
two months Monday
in one of the biggest
steps yet to restart
American industry,
while an experimental
vaccine against the
coronavirus yielded
encouraging results in
a small and extremely
early test.
At a Fiat Chrysler
pickup truck assembly
plant in Warren, outside Detroit, workers
entered a giant white
tent with a sign that
read: “Let’s restart and
keep each other safe.”

Inside they had their
temperatures checked
and answered a set of
questions on whether
they had symptoms of
COVID-19.
“I feel safer than
being anywhere at
any stores, because
they got the screening
and everything,” said
Ann’alazia Moore, a
janitor at the factory. “I
feel like that’s amazing.
That’s smart. I like that.
So, I feel more safe. I
won’t get sick.”
Detroit’s Big Three
— Fiat Chrysler, General Motors and Ford
— as well as Honda and
Toyota all had screening procedures in place
at dozens of factories

that reopened from
the Great Lakes states
south to Tennessee and
Texas and out west at
Tesla’s factory near the
San Francisco Bay.
But no one was immediately cranking
out vehicles, because it
will take time to get the
plants restarted.
Many workers were
afraid of getting the
virus but believed the
automakers were trying to keep them safe.
“The parts of the
plant where people
would be closer together, they’ve put up a
lot of partitions,” said
Cole Stevenson, who
installs steering wheels
at a Ford pickup truck

plant in Dearbor n,
Michigan. “You can
tell they’ve taken tape
measures to just about
any surface two people
would need to be near
each other.”
Meanwhile, an experimental vaccine by
Cambridge, Massachusetts-based Moderna
Inc. triggered hoped-for
immune responses in
eight healthy, middleaged volunteers. They
were found to have
antibodies similar to
those seen in people
who have recovered
from COVID-19.
Further studies on
the vaccine’s safety, effectiveness and optimal
dosage still need to be

done. But stocks rallied
on the news on Wall
Street.
Worldwide, about a
dozen vaccine candidates are in the first
stages of testing or
nearing it. Health officials have said that
if all goes well, studies
might wrap up by late
this year or early 2021.
Despite war nings
from health experts
that the virus could
make a resurgence,
many states have eased
their lockdowns under
pressure from President Donald Trump to
save businesses and
livelihoods. About 36
million Americans
have applied for unem-
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ployment benefits over
the past two months,
and U.S. unemployment surged in April
to 14.7%, a level unseen
since the Depression.
U.S. health authorities will be watching
closely for a second
wave of infections over
the next few weeks and
worry that Americans
will disregard social
distancing over Memorial Day weekend,
the unofficial start
of summer. Over the
past weekend, there
were already large
crowds. Connecticut
had to close beaches
before noon when they
reached capacity under
new restrictions.
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Origin Bank partners with children’s coalition, names family garden
MONROE — Origin
Bank is now the proud
sponsor of the Origin
Bank Family Garden at
the Children’s Coalition.
The garden, opened
in 2018, is located in
Downtown Monroe at
the Children’s Coalition
for Northeast Louisiana
headquarters at 117 Hall
Street. This space is a 32
raised-bed family garden and outdoor learning center to promote
healthy eating, positive
family interactions and
garden-based learning
and play. The garden and
outdoor learning center
support Children’s Coalition programs and the

community by growing
fresh food for Early Head
Start centers, training
early childhood educators in garden-based
learning and providing
a space for families to
grow, play and learn
together.
Traditionally the
gates to the garden
would open to the public and volunteers every
third Saturday of the
month for Super Saturday. Due to the impact
of COVID-19, the staff
of the Children’s Coalition decided to proceed
with a drive-through
version on Saturday.
Parents and families

were able to drive up to
receive a gardening pack
which includes everything needed to begin
an at-home garden with
their children as well as
tips and resources for
adults. Plans for future
Super Saturday events
will continue as public
health guidelines are
issued.
We are excited to have
Origin Bank join us as
a title sponsor of our
family garden,” Leann
Bond, executive director of the Children’s
Coalition said. “With
their support along with
support from others in
our community, we are

able to continue providing this fun handson program promoting
healthy activities and
nutritious eating habits
for families.”
Origin Bank said it
is proud to support the
Children’s Coalition
and the community as
a whole and allows employees to contribute to
causes they’re passionate about.
Each year, it grants
every Origin Bank team
member “Project Enrich” hours that they can
spend volunteering with
an organization of their
choice. Project Enrich is
only one way that Origin

time the statistics have
wavered. Officials say
the inconsistencies
generally occur when
a non-parish resident is
counted in the Lincoln
Parish tally.
The figures are supposed to reflect a person’s parish of residence only. Some 13
parish residents have
died of COVID-19.
T he LDH re por t

shows a daily climb
in the number of tests
done for the virus. As
of noon Monday, that
figure stood at 1,217.
That number reflects
multiple tests that have
been done on a single
individual.
Statewide, LDH says
26,249 people have recovered from COVID-19.
The department doesn’t
list recoveries by parish.

COVID-19 continued from page 1
Monday’s re por t
marks the first time in
more than a month that
the state has made public which facilities have
cases. Nursing homes
are required to report
COVID-19 cases to LDH.
Though The Arbor
and The Terrace of
Ruston also has several positive cases of
COVID-19, the facility
is not on the LDH list

because it is not classified as a nursing home.
Meantime, the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases across
Lincoln Parish wobbled
a bit over the weekend.
On Friday, LDH reported 122 known cases. On
Saturday, the number
dropped to 119 and on
Sunday and Monday
stayed steady at 121.
This isn’t the first

TECH continued from page 1
Often, lower-income
patients suffer from
chronic wounds in
disproportionate numbers.
“Current treatment
options tend to have a
singular function: inhibit bleeding, reduce
bacterial growth, or
absorb large volumes
of wound secretions,”
Caldorera-Moore said.
“Current treatment
methods only address
the wound symptoms
instead of treating the
underlying disturbances that prevent proper
wound healing and
tissue reorganization.”
C a l d o re r a - M o o re
has been working in her
lab with high school,
undergraduate, and
graduate students for
about five years to develop the hydrogel from
crustacean shells and
gardenia extracts. The
grant will serve as seed
money for her to complete the last experiments necessary to be
able to apply for a Small

Business Innovation
Research (SBIR) grant.
“The expectation
is that eventually this
will become a marketable product,” she said.
“Chronic wounds are
considered a silent
epidemic right now.
With diabetes, there
is a 55-percent chance
that you will have a
chronic wound at some
point. That was shocking to me. I thought,
‘We have intelligent
biomaterials, surely
we can do something
that can help with these
wounds that is also costeffective.’”
Chronic wounds are
one of the many complications of metabolic
syndrome. In Louisiana, metabolic syndrome – increased blood
pressure, high blood
sugar, excess body fat
around the waist, and
abnormal cholesterol
or triglyceride levels –
are high. The demand
for a product like Caldorera-Moore’s – one

that is biocompatible
and cost-effective – is
high, especially here.
When completed,
this project should result in wound-healing
technology that is “affordable, easy to apply
directly to a wound, and
has a long shelf-life,”
Caldorera-Moore said.
“These characteristics
make the wound dressing suitable as an overthe-counter bandage as
well as for application
by a medical professional in a clinical setting.”
The funding is part
of the XLerator Network’s Ideas to Products (I2P) prog ram
that supports researchers with competitive
proof-of-concept (POC)
funding that will help
accelerate healthcare
technologies for commercialization across
the Southeast IDeA
States. I2P was developed to connect healthcare researchers with
funds to support pilot
projects that help as-

sess the commercialization potential of their
innovations coming
from the laboratory.

Bank gives back to its
employees and its communities.
Since the program
launched in 2013, Origin
Bank employees have
logged more than 10,000
Project Enrich hours
volunteering in our communities.
“One of Origin Bank’s
core values is corporate
and individual commitment to our communities,” said Billy Haddad,
Ouachita Parish Market
Leader of Origin Bank.
“The Children’s Coalition is an organization
that is doing so much for
so many within our community and we are proud

to partner with them
to continue to make an
impact in the lives of
the people of Ouachita
Parish.”
This partnership will
allow the Origin Bank
Family Garden at the
Children’s Coalition to
grow and meet the needs
of children and families.
Additional garden beds
have been built at key
locations such as the
Salvation Army as well
as 22 child care centers to
expand the principles of
healthy living in Northeast Louisiana.
To learn more about
the garden, visit www.
childrenscoalition.org.
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GUEST COLUMN

Reopening economy
shouldn’t be life
or death decision
My mother is
80 — stubborn,
sassy and sharp
as ever. And much
like New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo’s
mother, she’s not
expendable.
In March, in response to PresiBy
d e n t T r u m p ’s
Rich Mainieri
desire to get the
economy moving
again, Cuomo tweeted that elderly
people are “not expendable.”
It’s simplistic to say, as many politicians and pundits have, that reopening
the country and ending the coronavirus
shutdowns sooner rather than later
means that more people will get sick
and more people will die. That’s almost
certainly true. Without a vaccine or
any real treatment options in the short
term, we can’t keep everyone 100 percent
safe. But that’s not only a reality in a
COVID-19 world, it’s a reality of life in
general. That doesn’t mean I want people
to needlessly perish.
The economic damage to the country is already overwhelming — 15%
unemployment, the highest level since
the Great Depression, with some 33.5
million Americans filing for unemployment benefits in the last seven weeks.
Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin has
already said unemployment will get
worse before it gets better.
Are you willing to concede to 30%
unemployment? How about another
depression? The physical and mental
health ramifications of such a catastrophe are incalculable.
If the last two months are any indication, Americans are willing to cooperate
provided the restrictions make sense.
You want me to wear a mask, a bandana
or a kerchief, no problem.
Unless there’s an underlying, sinister reason why some politicians want
America’s economic shutdown to drag
on indefinitely — I can’t imagine — we
shouldn’t have to choose between public
health and economic ruin.
Our elected officials and medical experts need to find the acceptable middle
ground, for the sake of our mothers and
everyone else.
Rich Manieri is a Philadelphia-born
journalist and author. He is currently
a professor of journalism at Asbury
University in Kentucky. You can reach
him at manieri2@gmail.com.
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National Perspective

In the quiet, nature is roaring back
Herds of goats abandoning their impeded by human traffic.
“It is great that Yellowstone gets
habitat in the Great Orme headland and wandering into the Welsh a rest,” said David Quammen, a
nature writer and former professor
coastal town of Llandudno.
Bobcats and ravens spotted in of Western American Studies at
Montana State University.
parts of Yosemite that
“That rest may help the
just weeks ago were the
grizzlies come out of the
province only of humans.
back country and into
A coyote appearing in the
the front country because
backyard of a suburban
there are no people drivhome in Westchester
ing around. It can only be
County, New York.
good for them. Maybe we
The endangered least
will come out of the far
tern and snowy plovers
side of this thing and say
turning up in Southern
By
California, where whim- David M. Shribman we need to recalibrate our
relationship with the rest
brels and ring-billed gulls
of the world.”
are making unusual apOf course it is possible, even likepearances.
Is nature roaring back to reclaim ly, the rebound in emissions may be
its sovereignty on a planet scarred larger than the decline. The wildlife
liberated by the human retreat may
by the novel coronavirus?
“It is catching me off guard that itself retreat from the backyards
this sort of thing can happen this into the back country.
And this return-of-nature phequickly,” said Jerry Dennis, a naturalist in northern Michigan. “But it nomenon may be just an industrialdoesn’t take very much time. Nature world phenomenon.
“While the newly emboldened
is strong and resilient. We will see
more of this the longer this goes on.” wildlife of Western cities brings joy
The human species is in partial in these dark times and a welcome
vernal hibernation, retreating to its reminder of nature’s resilience, the
nesting places, sheltering in place, world’s wildlife won’t be saved by
surrendering much of its dominion a temporary economic lull,” said
over the Earth, at least for a season. Charlie Gardner, a researcher at the
There is no real evidence that the University of Kent’s Durrell Instiwithdrawal is anything but tempo- tute of Conservation and Ecology.
“To achieve that, we’re going to
rary, though the Paris-based International Energy Agency reports that have to ensure conservation moves
global carbon-dioxide emissions are to the top of the agenda in the poston track to decline by 8%, the largest pandemic world.”
And yet the anecdotes multiply.
annual reduction ever, returning to
levels not seen in a full decade. Nor Naomi Oreskes, a historian of sciis there any suggestion the Earth is ence at Harvard University, saw a
healing from a century of industrial fox wandering into her backyard in
Carlisle, Massachusetts, a suburb
surge.
But if nothing else, the planet is only 26 miles northwest of Boston.
“Because we are staying home,
taking a breather.
Around now, the grizzlies come animals realize that those stupid
out in Yellowstone National Park, people are in hibernation and that
eating winter-kill elk and bison they can go back out safely,” she said.
“It’s like the Munchkins coming out
carcasses left out on the plains.
This year they are doing so un- in ‘The Wizard of Oz.’ But we also

know this virus jumped from wild
species to people and thus is also
an example of nature fighting back
— in this case reacting to animals
being crowded out and causing more
contacts with people.”
Former Treasury Secretary
Henry M. Paulson Jr. and his wife,
Wendy, are avid birdwatchers.
“We’re getting a lot of emails
from people who know we watch for
birds,” he told me. “These people are
slowing down and for the first time
noticing and taking an interest in
birds.”
The Rev. Jim Antal, former
president of the Massachusetts
Conference of the United Church
of Christ and author of “Climate
Church, Climate World,” published
in 2018, noticed an American woodcock in his yard as he changed his
snow tires in Norwich, Vermont, the
other day. It got him to thinking, and
to hoping.
“In just about every religion, the
Earth is the Lord’s, and creatures are
as much God’s creation as we are,”
he said. “With our retreat into our
homes, there’s a reclaiming of the
Earth by the creatures of the Earth.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if humanity woke up and saw how much better
life is if we are conscious of sharing
it with all of creation, not just with
other humans?”
This spring has been a great
social experiment — in communal
living, in family cohesion, in national purpose, in personal group
selflessness. It also has opened our
ears to birdsong and sharpened our
eyes to nature.
It may not have changed the
Earth. But it may have changed
us.
And isn’t that a mourning dove I
see outside my window right now?
David M. Shribman is the former
executive editor of the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette.
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FBI: Shooter at Pensacola military base linked to al-Qaida
By The Associated Press
The gunman who
killed three U.S. sailors
at a military base in
Florida last year repeatedly communicated
with al-Qaida operatives about planning in
the months leading up
to the attack, U.S. officials said Monday. They
lashed out at Apple
for refusing to help
them open the shooter’s
phones so they could access key evidence.
Law enforcement
officials discovered contacts between Mohammed Saeed Alshamrani and operatives

of al-Qaida after FBI
technicians succeeded
on their own in breaking into two cellphones
that had previously
been locked and that
the shooter, a Saudi
Air Force officer, had
tried to destroy before
he was killed by law
enforcement.
“We now have a clearer understanding of
Alshamrani’s associations and activities in
the years, months and
days leading up to his
attack,” Attorney General William Barr said
at a news conference
in which he sharply
chastised Apple for

not helping unlock the
phones.
The new details, including that Alshamrani had been radicalized
in Saudi Arabia years
before he arrived in the
U.S., raise fresh questions about the vetting
of Saudi military members and trainees who
spend time at American
military bases. The announcement also comes
as the U.S. and Saudi
Arabia are at odds over
oil production during
the coronavirus pandemic and as the Trump
administration faces
enduring criticism that
it is not doing enough

to hold the kingdom
accountable for human
rights violations.
The criticism directed at Apple could also
escalate divisions between the U.S. government and the massive
technology company,
which previously rejected the characterization that it had not been
helpful. The company,
which was sued by the
Justice Department in
2016 following a separate mass shooting,
has said that breaking
the encryption on its
phones could create vulnerabilities that could
be exploited by hackers.

Alshamrani was
killed by a sheriff ’s
deputy during the Dec. 6
rampage at a classroom
building at Pensacola
Naval Air Station. He
had been undergoing
flight training at Pensacola, where members
of foreign militaries
routinely receive instruction. In addition
to the three sailors who
died, eight other people
were injured.
Once unlocked by
the FBI, the phones revealed contact between
Alshamrani and “dangerous” operatives from
al-Qaida in the Arabian
Pensinsula, or AQAP,

U.S. officials said. They
also showed that he had
been radicalized since
at least 2015, before
he arrived in the U.S.
and that he had been
meticulous in his planning of an attack while
in Florida.
Alsharamni created
minicam videos as he
cased a military school
building and saved a
will on his phone that
purported to explain
himself — the same
document AQAP released two months after
the shooting when it
claimed responsibility
for the attack, said FBI
Director Chris Wray.

POLICE JURY continued from page 1
Jackson, of Grambling, has experience
as a buyer at the Bossier Parish School Board.
Russell, of Ruston, is
principal at Union Parish Elementary School.
She applied for the treasurer position as well
and did not win it.
Pilcher, of West
Monroe, has worked in
the 5th District Public
Defender’s office. Calloway, of Ruston, is IT
Manager for Lincoln
Parish GIS.
Hampton, of Ruston,
is a data analyst at
Louisiana Delta Community College and
former deputy clerk
at the Jackson Parish
Clerk of Court’s office.
He also applied to the
jury for the Registrar of
Voters position earlier
this year and did not

Thousands flock to Malone
Food Giveaway

BOGALUSA (AP) —
Thirteen people were
shot Saturday night as
a large group gathered
in a Louisiana city for
an impromptu memorial service for a man
whose body was found
earlier this month,

Pictured is a worker unloading a pallet of frozen chicken tenders
that were distributed during Saturday’s Malone Family Food giveaway
event held at Malone Toyota in Ruston. More than 2,350 cars were
filled with food donated during the COVID-19 outbreak relief event. For
more on Saturday’s giveaway, see Wednesday’s Ruston Daily Leader.

OPEN continued from page 1
the community to keep
supporting local while
practicing safety procedures.
“I bor rowed the
tagline ‘Support Local Safely’ from Main
Street America to help
keep the community
engaged and continued to do business
spotlights on social
media in our ‘Love
What’s Local’ series,”
Davis said.
Prior to the crisis,
there was plenty on
tap. Davis said that
they were just days
away from the new
Downtown Beer Crawl
event with others like
Art on 45, Downtown
Photo Walk, Spring
Arts Market, and the
Louisiana Peach Festival on the way. All
have since been canceled or postponed.
Furthermore, a completed comprehensive
marketing plan for
summer and fall was

the
ruston
daily leader

announces a

calendar

art
competition!

turned upside down
by the pandemic.
But still Davis is
optimistic for the summer, saying there are
plenty of things for
the community to look
forward to.
“First, downtown is
open! We want everyone to feel comfortable
being downtown so we
will slowly roll out promotions and activities
in the coming weeks
while keeping safety
first and foremost in
our planning,” she
said.
Look for an upcoming “Picnic in the Park”
series where families
are encouraged to grab
lunch to-go downtown
and enjoy it on picnic
blankets in Railroad
Park. Suggesting that
downtown is a fantastic place for a “staycation,” Davis points out
that people can hunt
for Bulldogs, browse
the Far mer’s Mar-

ket, pose in front of
murals, shop at local
stores, eat breakfast,
lunch, dinner, and
dessert, and enjoy entertainment all within
the 22-block downtown
district.
Davis says while
things may look different, there will be
much to anticipate as
the community moves
move forward. She feels
just being able to gather
at favorite local spots
again with family and
friends is something
many are longing for.
“It may take some
time, but we will get
through this together,”
Davis said, “In the
meantime, just have
patience and grace as
we all try to navigate
the ‘new normal.’ A
little kindness goes a
long way in our current circumstances.
Keep supporting each
other and keep supporting local!”

OPEN TO lOcAl
AMATEURS AND
PROFESSIONAlS
all mediums
accepted digitally
want to be

treasurer Holly Lowry
during a time when the
jury is still recovering
from losing its yearly
$1 million in oil and gas
severance tax revenues
for 2019 and 2020.
Hyde will give the
budget report tonight,
as the parish comes out
of a two-month stretch
during which many
businesses were closed
due to the coronavirus,
and sales tax revenues
are expected to fall significantly.
The Public Works
Committee will consider approving a $36,000
change order to lengthen the Eubanks Road
bridge replacement by
20 feet, as well as fielding requests for assistance from the city of
Grambling and village
of Choudrant.

13 hurt in La. memorial service shooting

Leader photo by T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT

“I felt disconnected while trying to
figure out the best
ways to support and
help downtown merchants,” Davis said.
“But I communicated with my merchants
several times a week
through our downtown email group as
well as our private
Facebook group, sending them updates on
state orders, assistance opportunities,
local resources, and
anything else I thought
could be helpful.”
Many merchants
took advantage of the
time to finish pending
projects, make upgrades, or incorporate
a stronger digital presence. However, Davis
added that there were
days when she just listened to their concerns
and ideas and then
tried to incorporate
them into future plans,
all while encouraging

win it.
Jones, a former Bossier City Councilman, is
a commissioner on the
Red River Waterway
Commission. Klepzig
has served as Assistant
Parish Administrator
for the jury for a year,
previously working in
a supervisory capacity at Hobby Airport
in Houston. Postel is
project coordinator at
Louisiana Tech University and has previously
been campus director at
Louisiana Delta Community College and
Northwest Louisiana
Technical College.
The meeting will
also be the first for new
Parish Treasurer Chris
Hyde, who was hired
after a teleconference
interview on March 30.
He replaced outgoing

featureD

in our calenDar? visit

rustonleader.com
to learn more!

authorities said.
No one was killed,
but one person was in
critical condition after
the 9:15 p.m. shooting in
Bogalusa, police said.
The crowd was gathered in a vacant lot to

remember Dominique
James, who was missing for several days
before being found dead
May 8 inside his vehicle
in woods by officers in
a helicopter, investigators said.

THE TREE MAN
You Call • We Cut •They Fall • We Haul

We have been servicing the NELA Region for 15+
years. We provide services including, but not limited
to: Tree Removal, Pruning, Stump Grinding, and
Emergency Tree Services.
“Highly recommend these guys. Reasonable pricing,
quick to the job, and great work.” - Brian Harper,

318-680-3768

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE

DeaDline
extenDeD
to May 31 st

E
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Garfield

Better
Hearing Starts
Here
Better
Hearing
Starts
Here
Proudly opening the Ruston community’s ears to the gift of sound:
Proudly opening
Ruston
community’s
ears to the
gift of sound:
Centrallythe
Located
• Locally
Owned • Hometown
Proud

Centrally Located • Locally Owned • Hometown Proud
Call Doctor of Audiology, Jerrilyn Frasier, to begin your
journey to healthy hearing, today! (318) 251-1572

Now accepting new patients.

Call
of Audiology,
to begin
your
ForDoctor
your safety
and ours,Jerrilyn
we areFrasier,
following
COVID-19
journey
to healthy
hearing,between
today! (318)
251-1572
disinfectant
guidelines
customers.

uite 205,
Ruston, LA 71270 • www.rustonhearing.com
1503 Goodwin Rd., Suite 205, Ruston, LA 71270 • www.rustonhearing.com

Dr. Jerrilyn
Frasier has
22 years of
experience.

1503 Goodwin Rd., Suite 205, Ruston, LA 71270 • 318-251-1572

Crossword Puzzle
TODAY’S ANSWERS

Peanuts

Alley Oop

The Born Loser

Meeting the needs of our readers!
We have reformatted our comics page to allow
our readers to easily print the crossword puzzle.
How to Print:
Click the download link option
and save the PDF page to your desktop
and then select print.

Big Nate

www.rustonleader.com

Horoscopes
WEDNESDAY,
MAY 20, 2020
Weigh the pros and cons
of every move you want to
make this year. If you let your
emotions take charge, it will
tempt you to act prematurely.
Unrealistic goals or expectations will work against you.
Assess situations and expand
your interests based on what’s
best for you.
TAURUS (April 20-May
20) -- Discipline will get you
where you want to go. Whether
it’s a work-related or personal
victory you are after, your
focus and determination will
affect the outcome.
GEMINI (May 21-June
20) -- Be aware of what others
are doing. Someone you deal
with won’t have your back
when you need support. Don’t
let disappointment bring you
down. Be prepared to do things
on your own.
CANCER (June 21-July
22) -- A different approach to
a pending problem is favored.
Limit how much you spend
and don’t commit to something
you cannot provide. An offer
will come with some troubling
baggage. Make positive adjustments before you proceed.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
-- Handle a sensitive issue carefully. If you act impulsively,
you will have trouble reaching
your objective. Charm and
reaching out to someone who
owes you a favor will pay off.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
-- Collaborating with people
who have similar goals will
speed things up and encourage success. Distance yourself
from anyone causing problems
or looking for an argument.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
-- Information that interests
you will come your way. Before
you spread the word, verify

Ruston Daily Leader

the facts. Your reputation
will depend on what you do
and say. Self-improvement is
encouraged.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
22) -- Adjustments will help
ward off an unnecessary argument. Joint finances or shared
expenses will be a problem if
you and your partner don’t
have the same values and
ethics.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23Dec. 21) -- Evaluate the way
other people treat you and
how well you are taking care
of yourself. Put your health
and well-being first. Walk away
from debilitating situations.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22Jan. 19) -- A change will be
useful for you. Adjust your
schedule to include the things
that bring you the most joy.
Don’t forgo what’s best for you
just to appease others.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
19) -- Stick close to home and
take care of personal matters.
Don’t be fooled by what others
do or say, or get into a senseless
argument over something that
you cannot change.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March
20) -- Refuse to give someone
who has disappointed you a
chance to do so again. Focus on
what you can do to make your
life and environment better.
ARIES (March 21-April
19) -- Seize the moment and
take control. If you want
something done, do it yourself.
Don’t let the changes or decisions that others make disrupt
your plans. Aim for stability,
not for chaos.
T
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900 Celebrity Drive- Ruston • 318-278-6006
Advance Tickets at www.CELEBRITYTHEATRES.com
ALL STADIUM SEATING!

“Due to the regulations
set in place by the State of
Louisiana, Celebrity Theatre
will be closed until further
notice. Thank you all for your
patience and understanding
in this situation.”
*No Passes Please

( ) No Friday Show

Times Good XX/XX

Cul De Sac

Frank n Ernest

Grizzwells
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CLASSIFIEDS
STORAGE 030

Store Your Stuff
AT

HELP 140 Statewide
WANTED
Classifieds

LET THE
CLASSIFIEDS
WORK FOR
YOU!
Call
255-4353
to place your
ad
TODAY!

WESTSIDE
SELF STORAGE
580 units • All sizes •
Some climate controlled •
Concrete block buildings

821 W. Calif.
255-8750

THE SPACE
STATION

• Climate Controlled
• Security -Cameras & Alarms

036

Applying for Social
Security Disability or
Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-844-8832045 FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co.
(TX/NM Bar)]

WORK

Get the education
you need for a career
in Healthcare from
Ultimate Medical
Academy. Call and
1. 1-866-746-4143

WANTED

L!!K

2207 W.Alabama Ave

255-2460

030

HELP
WANTED

Summer Youth Employment
The
H.E.L.P. Agency is
NOW HIRING for
our Summer Youth
Program.(17 - 21
years old)Eligibility
based on income
guidelines that will
be provided with
application Due to
COVID-19, please
CALL the office for
an application (318)
251-5136.Deadline:
5/22/2020 Drug test
will be administered

Ruston
Daily Leader
In Print and
Online 24/7

YOU just saw
your ad didnʼt
you? So do
13,000 other
people! Call
255-4353 to
place your classified ad today!

TRAIN AT HOME
TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING. Become a
Medical Office Professional online at
CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready
to work in months.
Call 1-866-350-4447.
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)
Become a Published
Author. We want to
Read Your Book!
Dorrance PublishingTrusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services
Consultation, Production, Promotion
and Distribution Call
for your FREE Author’s Guide 1-866593-1492 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.
com/lapress

082 UNFURNISHED
APARTMENTS
2, 3 & 4br. apts., kit.
is fully equipped,
w/d, call 255-6784.
1, 2, 3br. Todayʼs
Realty 255-8250

090 UNFURNISHED
HOUSES
2BR/1BA , quiet
area, Near Glen
View
$675/m
318-680-3051
2bd/1ba, all appl.,
Ca/h,avail. now
$650
mo.,
,
265-7878.

15 - 30 words | $18 - 40 words |
20 - 50 words

$

All Garage Sales are published Thursday on
the locator map and Fridays as a line ad.
*Garage Sales ads must be prepaid.

DEADLINES
ADS: Line ads must be submitted by 11:45 AM the day before publication.
Display ads two days prior to publication.
PUBLIC NOTICES: Public notices must be submitted two days prior to
publication date depending on the length. Notices may be emailed to
class@rustonleader.com

140 Statewide

140 Statewide

Classifieds

Classifieds

Classifieds

Struggling With Your
Private Student Loan
Payment? New relief programs can
reduce your payments. Learn your
options. Good credit
not necessary. Call
the Helpline 844989-2443 (Mon-Fri
9am-5pm Eastern)

MRCOOL DIY Ductless Heat Pump.
E n e r g y e ff i c i e n t
heating & cooling!
The only ductless
system designed for
amateur installation.
Simple setup. Install
anywhere. 100%
sealed system. No
special tools or training needed. Wi-Fi
controls. 1-844-7127127

Arthritis, COPD, Joint
Pain or Mobility Issues on the Stairs?
**STOP STRUGGLING** Give Your
Life A Lift! An Acorn
Stairlift is a perfect
solution! A BBB Rating. Call now for $250
OFF your purchase.
FREE DVD & brochure 1-877-8395197

HughesNet Satellite Internet 25mbps
starting at $49.99
per month! Get More
Data FREE Off-Peak
Data. FAST download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE
Standard Installation
for lease customers!
Limited Time, call
1-844-811-7274

$

**Applies to personal
articles for sale only!

140 Statewide

SAVE BIG ON HOME
INSURANCE! Compare 20 A-Rated insurance companies.
Get a quote within
minutes. Average
savings of $444/year!
Call 877-533-3917
(Monday-Friday
8am-8pm Central)

GARAGE SALES

$1.08 per line, per day
ARTICLES FOR SALE:
10 DAYS FOR $10

Classified Hotline: 255-4353

028

RATES

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how to get
the Next Generation
Samsung Galaxy
S10e FREE. FREE
iPhone with AT&T’s
Buy One, Give One.
While supplies last!
1-866-429-3991
Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever
with LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. Call
1-866-846-0785

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on your diabetic
supplies! Convenient
home shipping for
monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now!
888-723-9462

ATTENTION

Pick up the paper
Wednesday,
May 20 for our

Graduation
Special Edition

Sudoku

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS! The
NEW Inogen One
G5. 1-6 flow settings. Designed for
24-hour oxygen use.
Compact and Lightweight. Get a FREE
Info kit today. 1-855874-9438

Celebrity Cipher
TODAY’S ANSWERS

Over $10K in Debt?
Be debt free in 24-48
months. No upfront
fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National
Debt Relief 1-877327-5302

Business
servicesDirectory
and

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Billy’s Appliance
Repair
Previously with Bill’s Appliance
40 Years Experience • High Quality Service
For Previous & New Customers

318-607-3137

CLEANING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

STUMP REMOVAL

ROOFING

Bruce OdOm
Painting

Johnny’s

Stump Removal

Paint Contractor • Sheetrock work
Interior and Exterior Painting
House Washing

Clean Up and Top Soil Fill

Johnny McConnell
Odd Jobs • Free Estimates

(318) 245-9757

Cell: (318) 548-5577

Ruston, LA

LAWN SERVICE

STORAGE

Spic -N - Span Sprinkler
Works
• No job too big or small •

Store your stuff at

Professional • Reliable • Experienced

Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, Bi-Monthly, One- Time
Also provide service & clean-up for parties

Call Stacy at

318-541-7934

Day or Night • 6 Days a Week
and Holidays • Off Sundays

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Walden

Residential Services, LLC
Roofing, Home Improvements,
Remodeling, Bathrooms,
Kitchens, Flooring, Handyman
Licensed & Insured

Sprinkler Systems
Installation & Repair
Licensed & Insured

Josh Jordan (318) 245-0914

MISCELLANEOUS

Serving Ruston over 30 years!
Conveniently located near Tech Campus
821 W. California • (318) 255-8750

Also: Pressure Wash Houses, Drive Ways,
Parking Lots & Restripe Parking Lots
Churches get 10% off.

318-237-6099 Ask For Glen
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Ritchie tRee
SeRvice
23 yrs. experience
Insured & Licensed
* Free Estimates * References *
Melvin Ritchie

249-3113 or 282-3116

STUMP REMOVAL

CEASAR
TREE SERVICE

R.A.M.

ROOF & GUTTER
CLEANING
Remove leaves, limbs, etc. BEFORE
they cause expensive repairs.

TREES

FOR FREE ESTIMATES CALL

James Stewart

318-243-1009

318-768-2554

Licensed (bonded), Insured,
over 20 years Experience
All type of Tree Work-Call For Free
Estimates

Ceasar McConnell Jr., Owner
Cell: 278-4848

255-7016 • Ruston, LA

318-251-8103

POWERWASHING
VINYL SIDING & FENCES
* Installation * Repair * Maintenance *

We wash Houses & Concrete! Fences & Decks stained too!

FREE ESTIMATES!

Stan Pody 243-6700

ADVERTISING

CALL 255-4353 TO ADVERTISE IN THE RUSTON DAILY LEADER BUSINESS SERVICE DIRECTORY
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America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy newspapers in our local communities.
Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us on Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers.
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Celebrity Cipher

